Everybody loves a loop while they travel. The idea of
going back the same way you came when you’re in a
new place is counterintuitive, especially when that
new place is Kyoto, Japan.

Kyoto is a traveller’s city. In geographical terms,
it’s not as big as Japan’s other main cities, however
it still supports around 50 million tourists per year.

The city served as the capital of Japan for over
1000 years and as such, is bursting with culture
and traditional industry shops selling goods like
kimonos and tea bowls, as well as 14 UNESCO World

Cultural Heritage Sites.
In aid of our Senior’s Special this month, we

teamed up with Agora Place Kyoto Nijo Hotel to
bring you an easy, low effort walking loop which you
can do starting from the doorstep of your hotel.

Agora Place
~ Kyoto Nij
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Local Kyoto

based artist Ki-Yan's

work is displayed in the
Agora Place Kyoto Nijo lobby

The author was a guest of the
hotel: https://agoraplace-kyoto-
nijo.com/en/
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Agora Place Kyoto Nijo

Practicality first, a so-called ‘essential stay’. The
goal here is to diminish the idea of ‘heading out for
the day’, carrying a backpack of supplies, then
coming back late at night exhausted and with
blistered feet. The hotel offers breakfast bread
boxes and coffee and is designed to be frequented
throughout the day, and the rooms are set up as
such too, minimal and efficient. There are a few
other main cultural/attraction hubs in Kyoto like
Shijo and Gion, but Nijo is where we will be heading,
so Nijo is where we are staying.

Total loop walking time:
45 minutes, approx 3-3.5km


https://agoraplace-kyoto-nijo.com/en/
https://agoraplace-kyoto-nijo.com/en/

Nijo Castle

One of Kyoto’s UNESCO World Heritage Sites, Nijo
Castle is no more than a ten-minute walk from the
hotel. The site has several gardens with a
corresponding number of photographers crouching for
the perfect flow of water coming from the ponds, and
of course Ninomaru Palace (no photos are allowed
inside), both beautiful and informative, detailing

samurai life and many depictions of tigers and leopards.

It opens at 8:45am and gets busy fairly quickly, with
many guided tour groups operating within. To break
away, some skilful and elegant sidestepping should do
the trick, or if the tour group is in your language, surely
there is no harm in trailing behind and listening in. For
example, a fun fact is many of the artworks of tigers in
the palace were based purely on other depictions, as
Japan didn’t have tigers for firsthand sources.

Sanjo Shopping Street

A few streets down from the gardens you will find Sanjo
Shopping Mall, running for about 800m undercover.
There are a few great coffee houses and antique stores,
but actual antique stores — not curated or attractive,
ones where you literally have to dig for treasure. Indoor
shopping malls are very common in Japan; however,
Sanjo is different in that it’s not crowded at all. It seems
like a place local people do everyday shopping for
bakeries, cafes, fruit, vegetables, and fish, and not for
photos or to soak up the usual chaotic market
atmosphere - for this, head to Nishiki Market. This will
extend the loop an extra thirty minutes (not including
shopping time); however, it is well worth it.
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Shinsen-en Garden

While it’s only small, perhaps taking a few minutes
to walk around, these gardens historically hosted
ceremonies and rituals for rainfall during droughts.
If you could only see one Japanese Garden,
Shinsen-en Garden has all the quintessential
aspects covered: a vibrant red bridge, murky green
ponds, wooden shrines, and fish that open their
mouths at you expecting some of your bread box.
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	A Marian Street Miracle
	The council did note: "This is not yet a commitment to reviving the Marian Street Theatre due to the limited funding options for the substantial costs involved." In a statement to Sydney Observer, a Ku-ring-gai Council spokesperson said under state planning legislation, the DA is preserved once commencement has occurred. "As works have been undertaken, the DA is preserved and won't lapse," it said.
	Options for funding and delivering infrastructure will be presented for consideration to council in mid-2027. One of those passionate advocates from the Marian St Theatre ACTION group, Jessica Blaxland Ashby, said they were proud of their efforts and credited the "extraordinary generosity of the community". "We are galvanised to be successful," she said.
	Jane Salmon, a volunteer, told Sydney Observer she felt "hopeful, heartened, determined". Fellow volunteer Howard Gwatkin said: "I feel disappointed that council didn't fully commit to reopening the theatre; nervous that too many councillors will want to procrastinate further; yet hopeful that, with sustained community pressure, we can have it reopen within three years."
	In the weeks since, the ACTION group has continued campaigning and put out a petition which received tens of thousands of signatures. The petition is supported and presented by Davidson MP Matt Cross in the NSW Parliament. It asked the Legislative Assembly to call on the government to work with Ku-ring-gai Council to commit to a clear plan to open the new site within three years as essential cultural infrastructure.
	Further funding is needed to continue progress on the site, with the council minutes noting community interest in applying for the Federal Government's Thriving Suburbs grants program. "By funding up to $15 million, requiring council to commit to at least matched funding, and a delivery timeframe of two years, it gets the theatre reopened in the shortest possible timeframe, avoiding further cost increases and further delays," Ms Blaxland said.
	In the meantime, those who wish to see the Killara arts site prosper have their fingers crossed and hearts hopeful.
	Penelope Andrews
	A miracle happened in Ku-ring-gai recently. A miracle that, for now, has saved Marian St Theatre's future. For 13 long years, the empty Marian St Theatre in Killara has been boarded up. For decades it was the cultural backbone of the Upper North Shore and operated as a professional theatre. Then in 2013 it closed.
	Ku-ring-gai Council in 2018 resolved to undertake the renewal of the theatre as an arts centre and to allocate funds to the project. The development application (DA) for the space was approved in August 2021 — but for five years, no progress was made on the new theatre vision. As the years went on, and the deadline for the DA lapsing on August 19, 2026, grew closer, the voices of passionate community advocates became louder.
	It culminated in a sea of locals wearing red on August 2, rallying outside Gordon Library (located opposite Ku-ring-gai Council's chambers), and calling for the theatre's DA to be saved. If not, the approved DA for turning the long-closed venue into a contemporary arts centre would lapse, and its future would likely be next to nothing.
	Then on August 10, Ku-ring-gai Council held an Extraordinary Meeting to discuss the theatre, where the decision was made to preserve the DA for the site. Mayor Christine Kay said: "The passion of the theatre's supporters is undeniable … our role now is to facilitate the best possible outcome for the theatre and the arts in Ku-ring-gai."
	Minutes from the Extraordinary Meeting show that present-day estimates for the redevelopment feasibly reach the high $30 millions to low $40 millions. The immediate progress commencement works to preserve the DA were estimated to cost $100,000. Council did not pay this. The Save Marian Street Public Fund instead raised the necessary funds. Those funds were received, and council subsequently commenced the physical internal demolition works required for the DA.
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	St Ives road proposal
	Local | 7
	There’s been an update in the St Ives Shopping Village story we brought you in the March Issue of Sydney Observer.
	For a quick recap, last year Iris Capital contracted to acquire St Ives Shopping Village and a few adjoining properties – for a pretty penny in the many, many millions. Iris Capital is proposing improvements to St Ives Shopping Village such as a newer retail space, restaurants and eateries, an entertainment precinct and a new venue called St Ives Tavern. The tavern’s plan noted 204 square metres of gaming, aka pokies.
	But an equally strong topic of community interest has been Iris Capital’s hope to buy the council-owned local lanes around the shopping centre and then close them down for development plans. The application was made by E K Nominees Pty Ltd, the then owners of the St Ives Shopping Village, to close council-owned local roads at Denley Lane, Cowan Lane and Durham Avenue and to acquire other adjacent council land to facilitate the expansion and redevelopment of the shopping village.
	This is where our new update enters the chat. On September 15, council held an ordinary meeting where the results of the public exhibition of the road closure application associated with the redevelopment were discussed. Councillors resolved to defer considerations of the road closure application until Iris Capital prepared a traffic management plan and other relevant material to address gaps identified. It may also require the approval of Transport for NSW. If the application meets council’s approval, the proposal will be publicly notified in accordance with the Roads Act.
	Council further notes that any decision to divest public land will require a formal and separate resolution of council which will be the subject of a separate report,” the minutes read. “The report will include mechanisms to protect against future upzoning of the land or alternatively capture an appropriate share of the value of any future uplift.”
	Interestingly, reports suggest the public exhibition of the application attracted 126 objections and 15 in support. As a local myself, the opinions I’ve heard from St Ives neighbours and friends have been very mixed—some are all for the village’s redevelopment (including the small road adjustments), while others feel concerned about the smaller businesses located around those roads and what the impact would be on them.
	For the frequently asked questions page included on the Ku-ring-gai Council’s website related to the proposed road closure, E K Nominees Pty Ltd said no impact on the lanes would occur until a development application for the entire site is submitted, consulted upon and approved. So, locals will have to see what emerges next.
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	Mother's estate after death
	Wal Abramowicz
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	Local | 9

	Educating toward peace
	A chat with Rabbi Nochum Schapiro
	SYDNEYOBSERVER.COM.AU  |  OCTOBER 2026
	Meet your new local mayor:

	Councillor Kim Wheatley
	The elephant in the room: Norman Griffiths Oval
	The new mayoralty came following a council meeting on the night of September 15. Shortly after the decision was locked in, other major local issues were addressed, including the Norman Griffiths Oval upgrade and the results of a public exhibition of the road closure application associated with the proposed St Ives Shopping Village redevelopment. In a statement to Sydney Observer, Mayor Wheatley said Norman Griffiths Oval was “obviously a priority”.
	“There are several projects such as Norman Griffiths Oval which need kickstarting to satisfy the majority of our residents and we have a responsibility to see projects get completed. At the end of the day, ratepayers want to see a tangible return on their investment,” she said.
	On September 21, an extraordinary council meeting saw a majority of councillors push ahead with the $24.4 million synthetic field development. The mayor was in favour of the resolution.
	Another area of interest for the mayor is Ku-ring-gai’s heritage. “I’ve been Chair of the Council’s Heritage Committee for several years and perspectives on heritage are changing. Our alternative housing policy, which was approved by the state government for the Lindfield, Roseville, Gordon, and Killara areas, aims to protect Ku-ring-gai’s built heritage,” Mayor Wheatley added.
	We also asked Mayor Wheatley about what makes Ku-ring-gai a unique area to govern. She pointed to our local government area’s proximity to the city and environment, and its unique heritage.
	“There’s no shortage of people who want to live here. What we must do as a council is manage the demands being placed upon us for population growth and new housing, while ensuring that the things that make Ku-ring-gai so desirable are not lost. It’s a balancing act that councillors are very conscious of,” she said.
	Lastly, given Ku-ring-gai has one of the largest cohorts of seniors compared to other local government areas in Sydney, we asked Mayor Wheatley how she would cater to this demographic.
	“Ageing in place is a big issue for elderly people who’ve lived here all their lives and want to stay in the area. Obviously, providing housing choices that allow this to happen is vital. Making the area more accessible for older people is important too and one of the reasons why I want to see our town centres modernised,” she said.
	So join us in welcoming the new mayor - we wish her well with the very important job ahead.
	Penelope Andrews
	Dear Observers: Councillor Kim Wheatley has been elected to the top job, with Councillor Matt Devlin elected as Deputy Mayor.
	Pymble resident Mayor Wheatley serves the Wahroonga ward and has been on the council for the past five years. She was first elected to the council in 2021 and became Deputy Mayor in 2024. With a strong corporate background, Mayor Wheatley has held senior executive roles in Australia and the United States. She told Sydney Observer she moved to Ku-ring-gai in 2016 and that her three daughters were all educated locally.
	As for Deputy Mayor Devlin, he too is no stranger to the council - he was elected to Ku-ring-gai Council in 2024 and represents the Comenarra Ward. He is a longstanding volunteer in the Rural Fire Service and has also served as Chair of the Heritage Reference Committee, as Council representative on the Sydney North Planning Panel, and more.
	Both councillors showed gratitude for their elected positions, with Mayor Wheatley also acknowledging the work of former mayor Christine Kay.
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	Here’s the who’s who of primary education in Ku-ring-gai (April 2026 data)

	Inside our local primary schools
	Beaumont Road Public School in Killara
	~ FOEI: 1 ~ LBOTE: 62% ~ ICSEA: 1,164 ~
	Killara Public School

	~ FOEI: 0 ~ LBOTE: 73% ~ ICSEA: 1,148 ~
	Gordon East Public School

	~ FOEI: 5 ~ LBOTE: 53% ~ ICSEA: 1,163 ~
	West Pymble Public School

	~ FOEI: 5 ~ LBOTE: 28% ~ ICSEA: 1,173 ~
	Pymble Public School

	~ FOEI: 0 ~ LBOTE: 61% ~ ICSEA: 1,176 ~
	Lindfield Public School

	~ FOEI: 0 ~ LBOTE: 66% ~ ICSEA: 1,162 ~
	Roseville Public School

	~ FOEI: 0 ~ LBOTE: 62% ~ ICSEA: 1,172 ~
	St Ives Public School

	~ FOEI: 3 ~ LBOTE: 48% ~ ICSEA: 1,155 ~
	St Ives North Public School

	~ FOEI: 0 ~ LBOTE: 77% ~ ICSEA: 1,164 ~
	Chatswood Public School

	~ FOEI: 8 ~ LBOTE: 92% ~ ICSEA: 1,143 ~
	Penelope Andrews

	Sydney Observer's Verdict
	based on the data
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	Don't toss it, fix it!
	During the first and second Sunday of each month, a group of skilled and dedicated lower North Shore residents band together behind the motto - “Toss it? No way!! We want to fix it!"
	The Repair Cafe is an initiative of sustainability. It focuses on ending the cycle of buying, using, and discarding. You can bring in items like jewelry, ceramics, shoes, toys, clothes, zippers, bags, umbrellas, small woodwork, and household battery-operated and electrical items for repair. Alterations to new clothing however aren’t offered, as they don't align with the cafes' philosophy of repairing.
	This month, the Repair Cafe will be open on 4 and 11 October, 2pm to 4pm at the Living & Learning Centre, 180 Longueville Road, Lane Cove.
	In addition, Artarmon will also be hosting their own cafe on the 31 October, as well as 28 November. These will also run from 2pm to 4pm, taking place at Barry Thompson Community Hall, 139 Artarmon Road.
	You do not need to make a booking. Just turn up and you will be allocated a time slot between 2-4pm. The cafe will endeavour to fit in as many repairs as possible, however depedning on how busy it is, might not be able to repair everything. The cafe advises to be considerate of the numbers of items you bring.
	Info: http://www.repaircafesydneynorth.net/

	| Local

	Renters: today’s
	forgotten people
	Matt Cross MP,
	State Member for Davidson
	"Renters are today’s forgotten people … they need greater certainty about how much they need to save for a deposit.”
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	Data centre boom
	Penelope Andrews
	Sydney is emerging as the engine room of Australia’s data centre boom. As artificial intelligence (AI) becomes the norm and cloud computing surges, the need for data centres has increased. But what are they, you might ask? Essentially, they are a dedicated physical facility that houses computer systems, servers, data storage devices and networking equipment—all the physical tech needed to power our digital realm.
	The concern noted was specific to Macquarie Park and the lower north shore, as these locations are already experiencing pressure from increasing employment uses, growing housing demand and transport network constraints. Ku-ring-gai, thankfully, is quite safe to avoid data centres, given its limited commercial and industrial zoning.
	It’s not just for logistical reasons why councils aren’t super keen on too many data centres. For the communities themselves, the prospect of having a data centre in their local area isn't appealing for a number of reasons. This includes the humming noise these buildings often emit, the high local water and electricity use they require, and the risk of decreasing property values if in close proximity to homes.
	Friends of Lane Cove National Park have also voiced their concerns, noting North Ryde’s Julius Avenue Data Centre proposal. The State Significant Development lists the proposal as a 24/7 data centre with a power consumption of up to 170 megawatts, comprising a six-storey building, office space, diesel storage, back-up generators, car parking and a subtransmission switching station, and a new road. The proposal remains in the assessment phase with no determination made yet, as per the NSW Planning Portal. In a submission, Friends of Lane
	Sydney has approximately 100 data centres. There is a cluster in south-west Sydney near Kemps Creek and another cluster in inner Sydney. In the north, there are at least five in Macquarie Park, one in North Ryde, a proposed centre in Lane Cove West and a cluster around Artarmon. Ku-ring-gai does not host major commercial data centres within its local government area. As for the stance on data centres from our local councils—they have banded together to note some level of hesitation.
	The Northern Sydney Regional Organisation of Councils (NSROC) is a group of eight northern Sydney councils—Hornsby, Hunter’s Hill, Ku-ring-gai, Lane Cove, Mosman, North Sydney, Ryde and Willoughby. NSROC provided a submission to the NSW Legislative Council’s Inquiry into Data Centres back in March, where they noted their overall support for investment in data centres but also voiced concerns.
	“We are supportive of investment in data centres and related infrastructure,” they said. “We are seeking to work collaboratively with the NSW Government to ensure a strategic and spatial approach to planning for data centres in NSW. We are seeking stronger state controls to support regional and local benefits, and deliver on national expectations.”
	Cove National Park asked that decision-makers recognise the need for “meaningful changes to protect both biodiversity and the connected integrity of Lane Cove National Park.”
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	Local caregiver of the year
	In Ku-ring-gai, the challenges of dementia touch the lives of nearly 2,700 residents. When you extend the view to the Northern Beaches and the Upper North Shore communities, this number extends to over 10,000, underscoring the crucial role of caregivers in these areas.
	Among these dedicated caregivers is Trudy Taylor, a local hero recently celebrated as Dovida’s NSW Caregiver of the Year. Known for her compassionate and personalised approach, Trudy’s journey through the year was not without its hurdles, particularly when clients resisted assistance.
	In one example, Trudy tapped into her and her client's shared love of flowers and gardening to gradually built a bridge of trust between them. This small but crucial detail reflects Dovida North Shore & Northern Beaches’ over 20-year commitment to providing local, relationship-focused care.
	Congratulations to Trudy Taylor!
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	A local senior's perfect day
	Penelope Andrews
	For our wonderful Ku-ring-gai seniors - of which there are many - our local area has a plethora of activities and spaces that make for the perfect day out. We wrap up some of our favourite highlights that our local seniors can enjoy.

	10am
	Eryldene House is one of the hidden gems of Ku-ring-gai. The Gordon property is the former home of Professor E.G. Waterhouse and his family. The house was built and its garden created in the early last century, and it is home to some incredible camellia plants. Each month they have a ticketed Friday open morning where they offer garden tours with informative guides, and you can enjoy a home-made morning tea or coffee there too. There’s plenty of street parking nearby, and the property regularly accommodates senior visitors.

	2pm
	When you think of Ku-ring-gai Wildflower Garden, some might assume it is not older people-friendly, given its intermediate bushwalking trails. But actually, its visitor centre and wildflower nursery are well worth visiting. There’s plenty of parking right in front of the centre, and it’s accessible. They stock a variety of Australian natives and locally occurring plants for just about every position in your garden, which is perfect for Ku-ring-gai retiree green thumbs. They also offer a regular Seniors in Nature programme, so over 55s should check that out.

	3:30pm
	A nice and simple 8-minute drive from the Wildflower Garden is St Ives Shopping Village. It is the local mecca for seniors in the Upper North Shore thanks to its simple layout, two levels and carpeted flooring. We’ll head to the village for an afternoon tea and cake at Archie’s Café Co. This café is super popular with the locals (especially ladies who like to long lunch) and its interiors are chic.

	7pm
	Our last stop for the day, likely after a rest and restore at home, is to catch a train on the North Shore Line to Chatswood and go to The Concourse for a show. We could drive, and there is parking if wished, but driving at night can be harder, and so the ease of public transport might make things simpler! There’s always plenty of amazing shows and performances on at the venue, but some highlights in the coming months include Willoughby Symphony Orchestra, Jazz at the Lounge or the Australian Burlesque Festival.
	credit: KRG Council
	credit: Chatswood Concourse
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	Acts of Service:
	The beauty of senior gardening
	Joaquin Araullo
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	| Golden Years Special
	Is a self managed super fund for you?
	Peter Vickers, Chartered Accountant, Lindfield
	Investments
	Proceeds on death
	From little things big things grow
	Community Connection Chats:
	Dr Belinda Siew Luan Khong, consulting psychologist
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	| Golden Years Special
	How retiring can only get better
	Sharing a morning coffee with neighbours, or joining a new interest group, or participating in wellness activities, or attending community events - this doesn't sound like traditional retirement.
	That's because retirement today, once considered a time of slowing down, is being redefined. It is less about slowing down and more about opening the door to new possibilities.
	It is a time to rediscover passions, build meaningful friendships and embrace the freedom to enjoy experiences that may once have been put on hold. More Australians are seeking a lifestyle that offers connection, adventure and the opportunity to make the most of every day.
	One such place offering this is Living Choice Galston, where residents enjoy the benefits of a welcoming community with social opportunities right at their doorstep.
	An extension of residents' own homes, the Galston Leisure & Wellness Centre is the heart of community life. Designed as a place to connect, unwind and stay active, it provides an inviting setting where neighbours become friends and every day presents new opportunities to learn, socialise and pursue personal interests.
	From fitness and recreation to special events and shared experiences, the centre adds another dimension to everyday living, not only keeping leisure alive and well, but building on it.
	Modern retirement is also about having the freedom to explore. Organised outings, day trips and group excursions make it easy to discover new places, revisit favourite destinations and experience attractions you may never have had the time to enjoy before - scenic drives through the countryside, cultural outings, waterfront lunchs or visits to local events.
	And then there is the return home after a satisfying day out. Surrounded by the natural beauty of the Hills District, Living Choice Galston provides the perfect base from which to enjoy this enriching lifestyle. Residents can retreat to the comfort of their own beautifully designed home while enjoying access to a connected community filled with opportunities for friendship, wellbeing and adventure.
	Retirement is no longer simply the next stage of life. New experiences, new freedom, new you, new retirement - why not?
	Book a private tour www.livingchoice.com.au.
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	Retirement Portfolios:
	Agility in an inflationary world
	Phil Broadbent
	For self-funded retirees, cost-of-living pressure isn't just a household budgeting problem — it's a portfolio design problem. Many retirees still rely on an investment approach built for a different era: one where bonds and other defensive assets reliably cushioned a portfolio whenever share markets wobbled. In today's more inflationary conditions, that relationship can no longer be taken for granted.
	For decades, the logic was simple: when equities fell, bond yields tended to fall too, pushing bond prices up and offsetting losses elsewhere. It was a dependable pairing — equities for growth, bonds for ballast. But persistent inflation changes the dynamic. Rising interest rates can pressure both equities and bonds simultaneously, meaning a "set and forget" defensive allocation may not protect retirees at precisely the point they need it most.
	This doesn't mean abandoning defensive assets — it means building portfolios more thoughtfully. Agility, rather than a fixed formula, matters now: diversifying defensive exposure beyond traditional
	bonds, considering shorter-duration holdings and other assets that behave differently under inflationary pressure, and revisiting settings as conditions shift, rather than assuming a decade-old "balanced" allocation remains balanced today.
	A well-structured cash buffer remains central to this. Holding sufficient cash to cover a meaningful period of income needs means growth assets are not forced to be sold during a downturn — giving the portfolio room to stay adaptive rather than reactive.
	For retirees relying on their own portfolio to fund day-to-day living, cost-of-living pressure adds urgency to a question worth asking regardless: is your portfolio still structured for the environment we're in, or the one we used to be in?
	If it's been a while since your income strategy, asset allocation and cash buffer were reviewed together, now is a sensible time to do so. Forest Wealth's team of 13 financial advisers is offering a complimentary review meeting — reach out at support@forestwealth.com.au or 1800 31 41 51.
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	Rebuilding Autonomy in Senior Mental Healthcare
	Liesel Hool

	Local business founder honoured
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	Lorrie Graham: Photojournalist archive
	National Awards Exhibition – miniature art
	Ceramic Art Festival
	Janne reflects on how she and Bruce were able to maintain their relationship for decades. It was built on a solid foundation of support—earning money, making an honest living, and providing a home (literal and metaphorical) so their family could flourish.
	Janne said, “I believe that a successful life is built on compromise… and not to have regrets.” She notes relationships are not without their challenges, however, these are what make them stronger and more connected.
	As a family, they were brought closer when one of their sons was diagnosed with cancer at age 19. Fortunately, “he got through it all,” she explains, and would get married, have two kids, and have a successful career.
	Janne also reflected on the issues that have been going on with her husband’s health for 10 years. She says they "...care about each other," and they "...lived a life together," and this beautiful investement in one another makes the challenges all the more meaningful. "We've been lucky to have each other," she smiled.
	We had a beautiful long chat, and a lot of this chat was something best experienced in person and is difficult to contain to words on paper.
	For any young people in a relationship who are hoping to be with the love of their life for generations to come, Janne Carter gives this important advice.
	“My feeling is to be kind to each other… human nature and individual personalities and everything impacts on that.”
	For anyone currently in a relationship, young or old, Bruce Carter’s advice is “not to rush into it, into a relationship. Really know your partner and their families as much as possible.”
	Thank you for your time Janne and Bruce Carter.

	Life lessons from The Landings
	Joaquin Araullo
	The Landings in North Turramurra is a beautifully rich community with a village atmosphere, gorgeous gardens, sunny courtyards and pocket parks. As a safe haven for seniors, the community is home to many who are treated with the proper care they need by dedicated team members and registered nurses 24/7.
	Within The Landings community are couples who are currently still by each other’s side. In aid of our Golden Years Special this month, I took the wonderful opportunity to come down to The Landings to meet two seniors who have been married for 51 years, still together, still hand in hand, still very much loving life.
	Meet Bruce and Janne Carter, a couple with a strong academic background, something which undoubtedly helped the future success of their sons, whom really looked up to both their parents. Bruce was a headmaster of various schools and holds a PhD, while Janne was a teacher at Emmanuel School.
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	From a kayak
	on the harbour
	By Jay Houhlias
	"You're talking
	to a crazy artist here!"
	On the following pages, see some of Ralph Kerle's work and hear how he explains their inspiration, where they came from, and what they mean to him
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	Blue Water Dreaming
	Red Sky on a Scarlet Night
	Impressions of a Turner Landscape 3
	Sea Dunes was the first of my photographs to speak to me as a reflection on Australian Indigenous culture. Pale, sand-coloured forms rise and fold like dunes, and a deep blue channel runs through them like a river crossing country seen from above. None of it was arranged or altered. It is an artwork created by nature, a single moment of light on moving water that I happened to be present for. The work was shown in The Indeterminate Sublime exhibition at the Rothko Museum, Daugavpils, Latvia.
	On the Way to Bluedom
	Rip's Liquid Surrealism 3
	Sea Dunes
	When the Independant housed trams
	Margaret Simpson
	The Independent Theatre at 269 Miller Street, North Sydney, was originally erected as a tram shed to house cable trams and their steam winding equipment. Cable trams were propelled by being attached to an endless cable moving in a shallow channel between the tram tracks. The cable was operated by a steam winding engine in a winder house at the depot. From 1886, cable trams ran from the North Sydney depot to the Milson's Point ferry terminus and later to Crows Nest.
	In 1910, the former tram depot was divided into two, with one half converted into a roller-skating rink and the other a vaudeville theatre, known collectively as the North Sydney Coliseum. An elaborate Bavarian Baroque façade of stuccoed brick was added across both halves of the Coliseum. Skaters whirred around the rink to music provided by a live orchestra, and sometimes themed fancy dress mask carnivals were held.
	While the roller-skating rink was eventually demolished, the theatre next door survived. From 1919 until 1930, Harry Clay’s vaudeville company performed vaudeville, revue, and pantomimes there
	to "packed houses". This was followed by a short-lived period as a boxing venue.
	By 1939, despite being run-down, the theatre began its most significant period when leased by Doris Fitton and her Independent Theatre Company. Renamed the Independent Theatre, Doris was usually the producer and director, and often the leading lady as well. At this time, the theatre featured stalls on a sloping floor, a rickety gallery across the back, a proscenium arch, and a shallow stage behind which were two dressing rooms. Beneath the stage were wardrobe and dressing rooms for "non-star" performers, while upstairs were offices and the studio, where the Independent Theatre School operated.
	In late 1947, the theatre almost closed down as its owners wanted to convert it into a furniture warehouse, but a public meeting raised £7,000 to buy the building and save it. Doris and her company continued on until 1977, performing scores of plays, from Shakespeare to pantomimes and the work of Sumner Locke Elliott, on a semi-professional basis until 1977. After several abortive attempts through
	the 1980s and 90s, the theatre was eventually restored and, in 2013, purchased by Wenona School. It is significant as a rare surviving example of a small suburban variety theatre built in the traditional music hall style where renowned Australian actors, including Reg Livermore, Helen Morse, and Ruth Cracknell, honed their skills.

	Towns of NSW:
	Catherine Hill Bay
	Phillip Simpson

	Features |
	Visiting the former coal mining village of Catherine Hill Bay would make for an unusual and relaxing day trip this Spring. Catherine Hill Bay is located on the coast, 124 km north of Sydney.
	The village was named after the schooner, the Catherine Hill, wrecked there in a gale in 1867. The vessel was carrying pine and cedar from the Richmond River, and two of its six crew lost their lives trying to beach the ship. Coal was found close to the sea, and development began by the New Wallsend Coal Co. in 1874 with the construction of a mine manager's house, a timber jetty, and miner's cottages for the 100 workers. Industrial disputes led to the company's failure and the abandonment of the settlement when the jetty burnt down.
	A new company, the Wallarah Coal Co., was established in 1889 to continue mining. It built a railway to nearby Mine Camp in 1890 and a sawmill to serve the mines that had opened up. This time the settlement flourished with the provision of a school, a lock-up, a telephone connection, and a United Methodist Free Church in 1890, a cemetery and telegraph station in 1894, and a courthouse in 1906.
	In 1910, the Holy Trinity Anglican Church was extended. The little weatherboard building was relocated in 1923, and though now closed, it survives in the adjacent village of Middle Camp together with a 1915 school, now a private home. The miners lived in small timber cottages which still line Flowers Drive.
	Throughout the first half of the 1900s, strikes by miners were frequent, especially during the 1920s and 30s. During World War II, a radar station, complete with two tall towers, was established near Mine Camp. It was an RAAF Radio Direction Finding Unit and formed part of a chain of nine such stations around Australia using radar to detect approaching enemy aircraft.
	It was in operation until 1947, and the towers were dismantled and sold in 1948. Today, three bomb-proof concrete bunkers remain on the site, which housed the transmitter, receiver, and generator.
	The last of the mines closed down in 2002, and the coastal vegetation has hidden the last vestiges of their existence. The one striking reminder of coal mining operations is the impressive steel jetty striking out into the ocean.
	Today it's a photographer's drawcard and is even used as a location for wedding photos
	SYDNEYOBSERVER.COM.AU  |  OCTOBER 2026

	Shinsen-en Garden
	Un-Berry-d Treasure
	Jay Houhlias
	Quest for the local sphinx
	Joaquin Araullo
	Where: Wahroonga Park, corner of Illoura and Millewa Avenue


	Wahroonga Food and Wine Festival
	State Library’s 200th anniversary
	The North Shore's Malaysian Magician
	Teochew Png Kuih (peach-shaped savoury rice cakes)
	Chloe’s Mama Kitchen
	Shop 4, Turramurra Plaza, 1380 Pacific Highway, Turramurra NSW 2074
	https://cgmkfoods.com/
	0482 035 320
	Spiral chicken curry puffs
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	Pork, Fennel and Date Sausage Rolls
	INGREDIENTS (makes 16)
	METHOD


	The ultimate crowd pleasers
	Elliot Styche @elliots.table
	ELLIOT'S TIPS
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	Delightful drinks
	Reviews by Natasha Ciesielski, Bacchus at the Theatre
	RED WINE
	Jim Barry, The McRae Wood, Shiraz 2022, $60
	WHITE WINE
	Jim Barry, The Watervale, Riesling 2025, $23
	Rich and intense, it delivers strong aromas of violets, eucalyptus, clove, dark chocolate, red currant and ripe black plums, followed by a long, satisfying finish with fine tannins and a subtle hint of oak.
	A Guinness Giveaway!

	| Experiences
	The plant you just can't kill
	Penelope Andrews
	There is nothing I love more than beautiful blooms in my garden all year long, but in spring, we really are spoilt for choice. Impatiens (scientific name Impatiens walleriana) are a staple on many front porches and in hanging baskets, known for their beautiful pink, purple and peach petals as the perfect pop of colour.
	They are one of the most common varieties on offer in your local gardening centre, Flower Power or Bunnings too. But a common conversation among my neighbours and fellow green thumbs is how temperamental this variety is, especially in the warm spring sunshine and leading into summer.
	They love shade and easily scorch in direct sunlight. And given we are in an El Niño phase at the moment, and our past winter was unseasonably warm, opting for plants that can handle the sun is key this season. This is where SunPatiens come into the conversation. They are hybrid impatiens bred to thrive in full sun and high heat. They can also tolerate humidity, blooming from spring right through to frost. If you spot these at your local gardening centre, here’s how to ensure they thrive:
	They require full sun to part shade.
	For soil, opt for a special potting mix and well-drained soil.
	Water them regularly for the first week or two upon planting.
	Feed sparingly with a half-strength fertiliser.
	I personally love them in pots on my patio, but they are also quite a wide-growing bush plant if you want them to line your driveway for landscaping. Happy spring planting!

	Propmgr1@kwre.com.au | www.kenwolfrealestate.com.au
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	Two markets, and the line has moved
	What winter sellers actually got
	Who can sell this spring
	Unit owners are the least likely to list of all. So expect a spring with fewer homes for sale than the calendar suggests, sold mostly by people who have owned for a while.
	The squeeze is in the middle
	Spring so far
	The move you are weighing

	| Property
	$8.28m
	Suburb snapshots
	SNAPSHOT Gordon
	5-BEDROOM HOUSE
	Median price 2026  $4.75m
	12-mth growth          +19.2%
	12-mth sales              24

	3-BEDROOM UNIT
	Median price 2026  $1.35m
	12-mth growth          -9.4%
	12-mth sales              29


	SNAPSHOT Roseville
	5-BEDROOM HOUSE
	Median price 2026  $4.46m
	12-mth growth          -5.1%
	12-mth sales              26

	3-BEDROOM UNIT
	Median price 2026  $1.55m
	12-mth growth          -4.1%
	12-mth sales              29


	SNAPSHOT Pymble
	5-BEDROOM HOUSE
	Median price 2026  $4.85m
	12-mth growth          16.9%
	12-mth sales              49

	1-BEDROOM UNIT
	Median price 2026  $730k
	12-mth growth          7.7%
	12-mth sales              17







